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The  President’s  Message 

B\  Anthony  Swiatek 


Greetings  Commem  Society  Members 

The  2010  ANA  Boston  convention  is  already  past  history.  Am  amazed  at  how  quickly  the  first 
seven  months  of  this  year  has  zoomed  by  What  appeared  to  be  the  best  seller  for  many  of  the 
dealers  that  I  spoke  to  at  the  convention  were  silver  and  gold  bullion  related  items  (likewise  for 
many  of  the  local  and  smaller  shows  this  year).  Original  eye  appealing  silver  and  gold 
commems  rated  MS-65  and  loftier  of  the  semi-key  and  key  issues  were  in  demand  in  Boston. 
MA  Ditto  for  all  silver  and  gold  type  material  graded  MS-64  and  higher  Strongly  suggest 
passing  on  slabs  rated  MS-65  or  higher,  should  you  believe  they  belong  in  an  encapsulation 
which  should  indicate  a  grade  of  one  or  two  rating  s  lower.  Forget  the  bargain  price. 


Just  moved  permanently  to  Saratoga  Springs,  NY. 

Address  is  P  O.  Box  684  Phone  number  is  (518)  587-9451  same  for  my  fax  number  E-mail 
is  still  uscomguru@aol.com 

Should  you  have  any  questions,  please  be  in  contact 


Numismatically 

An  then  y  j.  Su  ici  t  ef{^ 


By  Gregory  N.  Mirsky 


Xhe  Vice  President  s 


hiatus  /  hl-a’tas/  [hahy-ey-tuhs]  -noun,  plural  -fuses,  -tus 

1 .  A  break  or  interruption  in  the  continuity  of  a  work,  series,  action,  etc. 

2.  A  missing  part;  gap  or  lacuna:  Scholars  attempted  to  account  for  the  hiatus  in  the 
medieval  manuscript. 

3.  Any  gap  or  opening. 

4.  Grammar,  Prosody.  The  coming  together,  with  or  without  break  or  slight  pause, 
and  without  contraction,  of  two  vowels  in  successive  words  or  syllables,  as  in  see  easily 

5.  Anatomy.  A  natural  fissure,  cleft,  or  foramen  in  a  bone  or  other  structure. 

[Origin:  1555-65;  <  L  hiatus  opening,  gap,  equiv.  to  hia(re)  to  gape,  open  +  -tus  suffix  of 
v.  action] 

Those  of  you  who  have  read  these  pages  know  that  several  contributors  of  this  periodical  (I 
included)  have  had  our  less  than  flattering  opinions  about  the  modern  commemorative 
numismatic  offerings  of  the  past  several  years.  Uninspired  designs,  dubious  subject  matter, 
questionable  surcharge  diversions  and  accounting  have  all  taken  a  toll  on  the  modern 
commemorative  programs.  Maybe  the  word  "hiatus"  needs  to  be  included  into  our  discussions 
on  modern  commemorative  coinage?  Maybe  that  is  what  we  need  —  a  hiatus,  a  break  or 
interruption  in  the  continuity  of  a  work,  series,  action,  etcetera  for  the  modern  commemorative 
coin  program.  Whv  not?  It  certainly  couldn't  hurt! 

Why  may  some  ask?  Just  browse  eBay  or  any  auction  catalog  and  see  how  well  modern 
commemorative  coins  are  doing.  If  it  wasn't  for  the  marked  increase  in  bullion  prices  I  doubt 
many  modem  issues  of  recent  years  would  meet  or  exceed  their  issue  prices.  Even  slabbed 
MS/PF-69's  and  MS/PF-70's  languish  in  auctions  begging  for  bids  with  many  of  those  very  bids 
being  provided  by  the  uninitiated  or  misinformed. 

I  was  always  taught  that  if  you  find  yourself  doing  something  wrong  over  and  over  again, 
then  stop,  take  a  step  back  and  reexamine  how  and  why  you  doing  something.  Maybe  a  hiatus 
by  the  US  Mint  on  commemorative  coins  will  help.  Heck!  They're  busy  creating  five  new 
quarters,  five  new  dollars,  and  several  bullion  designs  each  year.  Weren't  these  the  same 
people  in  the  late  seventies  and  early  eighties  who  said  they  hadn't  deviated  a  design  in  years 
and  people  don't  like  change  -  besides  they  were  too  busy  just  making  cents,  nickels,  dimes 
quarters,  halves  and  dollars.  They  exclaimed:  "Now  you  want  us  to  make  commemorative 
coins  too!"  Maybe  those  naysayers  were  right.  The  US  Mint  does  have  too  much  on  their  plate. 
Well,  the  dubious  artistic  quality'  shows  with  coins  that  often  look  more  like  medals  than  coins 
and  the  lack  of  collector  interest  definitely  shows.  So  let's  let  the  US  Mint,  the  politicians,  special 
interest  groups  have  their  way  with  the  circulating  quarters,  dollars  (and  the  2009  cent?)  and 
leave  the  commemoratives  to  collectors  serious  about  numismatics.  What  say  you7 


Gregory  %  Mirsky 
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SVSCC Secretary's  (Report: 


Welcome  to  our  new  SUSCC  member! 

R-4035  Robert  S.  Moore,  CA 

Resigned... 

R-4021  Thomas  E.  Browne 


Members  who  have  not  paid  2010  SUSCC  dues. . . 


Lee  Blatt,  NV 
Sandra  Cellilo,  CA 
Donald  Collin,  CA 
Constitine  Davantzis,  NY 
Dwane  Erickson,  CA 
Stephen  Goodman,  CA 


Mike  Hide,  CA 
Mark  Olanoff,  MD 
Tom  Pliltowski,  FL 
Debera  PorterTX 
Robert  Rowe,  Jr,  NY 
Nancee  Waugh,  VA 


Members  removed  for  non-payment  of  2009  &  2010  dues.. . 


King  of  Coins 
Gleason  Ellice 
Jerome  Hokanson 
Robert  Jane 


Giuseppe  Licata 
Donaid  Schonbrun 
Robert  Van  Ryzin 


SUSCC  Web  Site: 

Http:www. suscconline.org  has  disappeared  and  we  have  not  heard  from  our 
SUSCC  Web  Master,  Dave  Provost. 
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1936  York  County, 
Maine,  Tercentenary 

By  Anthony  Swiatek 


Reason  for  Issue:  The  300th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  York  County,  Maine. 

Authorization:  Act  of  June  26,  1936,  with  a  maximum  of  30,000  pieces. 

Issued  by:  York  County  Tercentenary  Commemorative  Coin  Commission 


Official  Sale  Price:  $1 .50  local;  $1 .65  out  of  state. 


Production  Figures 


Date 

Business 

Strikes 

Assay 

Coins 

Proofs 

Melted 

Net 

Mintage 

1936 

25,000 

15 

4? 

0 

25.000 

Current  Market  Values 


Date 

AU-58 

MS-60 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

MS-66 

MS-67 

MS-68 

1936 

$200 

$210 

$220 

$265 

$215 

$385 

$460 

$2,500+ 
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Designs  by  Walter  H.  Rich 

Obverse 

A  stockade  representing  Brown’s  Garrison,  once  located  on  the  Saco  River  at 
approximately  the  site  of  the  present-day  city  of  Saco,  Maine.  In  the  foreground  are 
four  sentries,  one  mounted.  Seen  above  the  stockade  is  the  rising  sun,  with  the  word 
“LiBERTY”  resting  on  the  rays;  “E  Pluribus  Unum”  is  below  the  stockade;  “United  States  of 
America"  and  "Half  Dollar”  form  the  border.  Located  below  the  “IBUS”  in  “Pluribus”  are 
the  designer's  initials  (WHR). 


Reverse 

The  seal  of  York  County,  Maine,  composed  of  a  cross  on  a  shield.  This  is  one  of  two  U.S. 
coins  that  depict  a  cross  as  part  of  the  design  (the  other  is  the  1934  Maryland 
Tercentenary  issue).  In  its  upper  quarter  is  a  pine  tree,  symbolizing  the  state  of  Maine. 
The  anniversary  dates  are  at  the  sides  of  the  shield,  with  “In  God  We  Trust”  in  curved 
letters  at  the  lower  inner  border;  around  the  outer  border  is  the  inscription  “York  County 
First  County  in  Maine”,  with  decorative  stars. 

Origins  of  the  York 

The  Philadelphia  Mint  produced  25,000  coins  plus  15  assay  pieces  during  August  1936. 
This  issue  was  distributed  by  the  York  County  Tercentenary  Commemorative  Ccln 
Commission,  Saco,  Maine. 

By  not  requesting  the  maximum  30,000  pieces  permitted  by  the  Act,  the  Coin 
Commission  was  unable  to  obtain  the  additional  5,000  Yorks.  It  was  explained  to  the 
Commission  that  it  had  to  secure  the  full  authorization  at  one  time  -  but  not  less  than 
25,000  coins.  Any  difference  would  be  their  loss.  Two-fifths  of  this  issue  was  put  aside  for 
the  residents  of  York  County  and  of  Maine  at  $1 .50  per  coin.  However,  this  amount  had 
to  be  increased,  since  the  demand  was  greater  than  the  allotted  supply.  All  out-of- 
state  orders  required  an  extra  15  cents  to  cover  handling  and  shipping  charges.  When 
sales  came  to  a  halt,  approximately  18,500  of  this  issue  had  been  sold.  Instead  of 
returning  the  remaining  coins  to  the  Mint,  the  Coin  Commission  vaulted  and  later 
offered  them  for  sale,  in  the  late  1950s,  in  a  half-roll  minimum  (10  coins)  for  $15.50. 


The  York  Today 

This  coin  is  not  plentiful  in  EF-AU  condition.  Coins  will  usually  be  cleaned,  lightly 
mishandled,  or  display  some  form  of  doctoring.  An  example  may  have  the  value  of  an 
MS-60  coin  or  an  EF-AU  specimen;  all  is  determined  upon  the  kind  and  extent  of 
mistreatment.  There  is  currently  a  small  value  spread  between  coins  grading  MS-60 
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through  MS-66.  If  funds  are  available,  collectors  should  aim  for  the  highest  grade.  The 
York  can  be  obtained  easily  in  grades  MS-60  through  MS-67;  acquire  only  for  the  joy  of 
collecting. 

Luster  will  range  from  blazing  satiny,  to  satiny,  to  dull  satiny.  Strike  will  not  cause  a 
problem  with  this  issue.  Numismatic  negatives  such  as  slide  marks  and  bag  marks  will 
especially  attack  the  reverse  seal  of  York  County,  the  primary  focal  point,  and  the 
surrounding  fields.  The  obverse  stockade  and  the  field  below  is  the  primary  focus. 

No  error  coinage  or  counterfeits  have  entered  the  marketplace. 

Is  Your  York  Circulated  or  Mint  State? 

Obverse 

Wear  will  first  develop  on  the  mounted  sentry  and  right  section  of  the  stockade. 


Reverse 

A  metal  loss  will  first  occur  on  the  pine  tree  in  the  upper  left  quarter  of  the  symbolic 
design.  This  seal  is  a  target  area  for  the  coin  doctors. 

Related  Material 

The  issue  was  distributed  in  a  paper  holder  depicting  on  the  front  cover  black  and  white 
sketches  of  Brown’s  Garrison  and  the  York  National  Bank  of  Saco. 

Page  two,  or  the  inner  front  cover,  states  the  following: 

In  the  early  days  of  York  County  probably  most  transactions  were  carried  on  by 
barter  and  it  was  not  until  1803  that  the  business  of  the  county  had  become 
complex  enough  to  require  a  bank.  It  was  then  one  hundred  and  thirty  three  years 
ago  that  our  bank  was  chartered  and  as  York  County  is  the  “First  County  of  Maine” 
so  The  York  National  Bank  is  the  “First  Bank  in  Maine.”  On  the  day  of  its  opening  and 
until  1831,  all  the  entries  were  made  by  a  stocky  gentleman  with  a  serene  and  self 
confident  countenance  wearing  long  black  silk  stockings,  short  trousers,  shoes  with 
large  silver  buckles,  and  a  stock,  predecessor  of  the  collar.  He  took  great  pride  in 
the  fact  that  he  served  for  a  brief  period  for  General  Washington  as  his  clerk. 

There  are  many  other  interesting  historical  facts  in  the  records  of  the  bank  and  we 
take  particular  pride  in  the  fact  that  we  have  stood  the  test  of  time  and  are  an 
active,  strong  bank  today  servicing  the  entirely  changed  requirements  of  the 
public. 
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YORK  NATIONAL  BANK 


Page  three  has  slots  tor  five  coins;  the  back  cover  is  blank.  Within  the  accompanying 
mailer  a  tissue  paper  insert  stated: 

We  thank  you  for  your  interest  in  our  commemorative  Half  Dollar,  and  extend  to 
you  the  hospitality  of  York  County,  Maine. 

York  County  Commemorative  Coin  Commission. 


York  coin  holder  folder  -  outside. 
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WE  THANK  YOU 
for  your  interest  in  our 
Commemorative  Half 
Dollar,  and  extend  to 
you  the  hospitality  of 
York  County,  Maine 


YORK  COUNTY 
Commemorative 
Coin  Commission 


York  coin  holder  folder  insert. 
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York  coin  holder  folder  -  inside. 


Envelopes  were  imprinted  “York  County  Tercentenary,  Commemorative  Coin 
Commission,  York  National  Bank,  Saco,  Maine"  and  “After  5  days,  return  to  Clerk  of 
Courts,  Alfred,  Maine".  On  the  back  of  some  envelopes  was  a  red-orange  paper  seal. 
The  envelope  and  mailer  are  worth  between  $50  and  $125,  depending  on  condition; 
with  tissue  insert,  $50  to  $150. 
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York  coin  mailing  envelope  -  front. 


York  coin  mailing  envelope  -  back. 


11 


1  he  hr s r  100  V orks  minted  were  mounted  in  the  lower  right  corner  cu 
map  of  "Olde  York  County  Maine.”  Below  the  coin  and  outside  the 

printed:  "This  Coin  is  no. _ of  the  Issue".  I  do  not  know  when  or  by  v 

striking  number  was  written;  I  have  examined  sealed  frames  that  die 
number.  Any  person  can  write  a  number  on  the  frame’s  paper  bac 
glass,  these  strikings,  which  possess  no  proof-like  or  special  Mint-proc 
presented  to  those  who  helped  make  the  Tercentenary  celebration 
communities.  It  was  referred  to  as  a  token  (of  appreciation)  by  Ralph 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  York  County  Tercentenary  Commemc 
Commission.  In  the  early  1980s,  a  Massachusetts  dealer  acquired  the 
its  beautifully  colored  toned  York  (lower  right)  in  a  frame,  at  a  flea  me 
turned  down  my  $2,500  offer.  These  coins  have  sold  in  the  past  in  the 
range.  Collectors  should  beware  of  switched  coins  in  these  frames,  sh 
backing  seem  to  have  been  tampered  with. 


York  County  commemorative  display  frame. 


i  attractive 
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Future  Potential  of  the  York  Half  Dollar 


Population  Figures 


; - 

Date 

Service 

AU 

58 

MS 

60 

MS 

62 

MS 

63 

MS 

64 

MS 

65 

MS 

66 

MS 

67 

MS 

68 

MS 

69 

1936 

NGC 

1 

1 

12 

64 

400 

975 

1  156 

375 

30 

0 

1936 

PCGS 

2 

2 

58 

364 

1122 

1754 

1329 

489 

21 

0 

1936 

_ 

Combine 

d 

3 

3 

70 

428 

1522 

2729 

2485 

864 

51 

0 

With  census  figures  as  indicated,  a  collector  should  simply  buy  this  issue  because  you 
like  it  and  want  to  own  it.  The  York  is  now  the  fifth  most  encapsulated  1892-1954 
commemorative  half  dollar  in  MS-65  condition,  and  second  to  the  Norfolk  and  third  to 
the  Iowa  when  rated  MS-66.  It  is  fourth  highest  rated  MS-67  and  MS-68.  There  is  currently 
no  major  price  spread  between  the  EF-AU  and  MS-66  classifications.  During  the  last  hot 
market  of  1989,  there  was  an  approximate  $800  difference  between  the  MS-64,  MS-65, 
and  MS-66  grades.  I  would  lower  the  census  by  27%-31  %  for  these  levels.  Unfortunately, 
the  York  coins  have  come  out  in  droves  from  the  numismatic  woodwork,  so  there  is  only 
fair  to  average  potential  in  all  grades.  Nonetheless,  expect  the  issue  to  be  promoted 
again  in  the  future.  Gains  can  be  made  by  the  astute,  as  long  as  they  don’t  hold  their 
hoard  of  Yorks  too  long  or  become  greedy,  awaiting  the  peak.  Where  will  the  buyers  be 
for  this  very  common  issue,  at  these  inflated  population  levels,  should  the  market  begin 
to  slip  or  start  losing  some  momentum?  The  same  applies  to  other  similar  coins,  such  as 
the  Iowa,  San  Diego,  Wisconsin,  Cleveland,  etc.  Yorks  are  undervalued  in  MS-68 
condition,  but  please  remember  -  as  I  have  said  throughout  this  book  -  that  value  is 
dependent  on  the  coin’s  eye  appeal  and  its  total  makeup.  Captivating  pieces  will 
bring  much  more  than  an  unimpressive  looking  coin.  ♦ 
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BEING  THERE... 


VIRGINIA  CITY 

& 

THE  LITTLE  GEODES 

Bv  Darrin  Dayton  R-3048 


As  many  of  you  already  know,  Virginia  City,  Nevada  is  noted  for  being  the  location  of  'he  first 
major  U.S.  discovery  of  silver  and  gold  ore.  Under  the  rugged  mountains  that  surroui  d  this 
small  western  Nevada  town,  the  famous  'Comstock  Lode'  was  discovered,  back  in  1859.  For 
decades,  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  ore  was  mined  from  the  scruffy,  steep-sloped  terrain 
surrounding  the  town. 

A  few  months  ago,  while  driving  back  from  Lake  Tahoe,  I  had  the  opportunity  to  visit  this 
famous  little  town.  Its  historical  buildings  along  the  main  street  sit  snug  against  the  backdrop  of 
the  mountains.  Across  the  street  there  is  almost  a  steep  drop  off  down  to  another  layer  of 
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buildings,  small  homes  and  churches.  The  whole  town  has  a  beautiful  view  to  the  east  of  vet 
more  mountains  and  hills,  which  grace  the  landscape. 

I  took  a  bus  tour  of  the  town,  learning  some  of  its  history.  I  was  shocked  at  the  stark  size  and 
beauty  of  the  local  St.  Mary's  church.  Afterward,  I  enjoyed  walking  along  the  old  wooden 
sidewalks  and  seeing  various  costumed  people  dressed  in  the  attire  of  the  mid-1800s.  Men 
donning  big  hats  and  boots  and  women  in  hoop  dresses  with  white  gloves,  stopping  to  chat  or 
gathering  around  small  wagons  filled  with  various  items.  1  went  into  a  variety  shop,  which  still 
has  an  old  bar  in  it.  I  got  a  few  more  glimpses  into  history  when  1  stepped  into  one  of  the  old 
saloons  and  saw  people  dancing  and  conversing  as  they  would  have  150  years  ago,  wearing  the 
clothing  of  the  day  and  all. 

There  were  antique  shops,  historic  museums  and  to  my  surprise,  even  a  small  local  mint. ..The 
Marshall  Mint.  I  enjoyed  looking  at  their  vast  variety  of  custom  gold  and  silver  medallions, 
nuggets,  collector  coins  and  bullion.  I  also  saw  the  room  where  thev  pressed  new  products.  The 
mint  is  located  in  the  old  historical  Assay  Office  building  which  was  built  in  1961 .  Quite  a 
landmark! 

While  silver  and  gold  are  what  the  town  is  famous  for,  there's  also  an  abundance  of  various 
types  of  gems  and  minerals  to  be  found  in  the  area.  Many  of  the  shops  had  such  items.  I  was 
particularly  impressed  with  certain  rocks  called  Geodes(meaning  'earth-like').  I  learned  that 
Geodes  are  rocks  with  a  limestone  or  similar  exterior  (not  very  attractive),  yet  have  colorfully 
beautiful  crystal  or  agate  formations  inside.  As  I  browsed  the  various  sized  rocks,  I  was  really 
taken  by  the  contrast  between  the  rough,  bland,  and  basically  unattractive  exterior,  to  the 
beautiful  array  of  shapes,  colors  and  natural  designs  on  the  inside  of  the  rocks. 

While  I  certainly  enjoyed  learning  the  history  of  Virginia  City,  walking  down  its  old  wooden 
streets,  peering  into  the  historic  buildings  and  experiencing  the  little  mint;  it's  these  little  Geode 
rocks  that  stick  most  in  my  mind.  Thev  are  a  wise  reminder  not  only  of  the  many  'hidden' 

s  j  j  J 

beauties  of  God's  creation,  but  also,  how  what  is  often  most  valuable  and  attractive  can  be 
found  on  the  inside  of  things. 

Like  Geodes,  our  commemorative  coins  have  various  exterior  appearances,  which  are  often 
assessed  to  be  unattractive  or  bland.  No  matter  the  outward  appearance,  however,  there  is  most 
often  an  internal  silver  or  gold  essence  that  contains  the  real  'hidden'  value  of  the  coin. ..in  spite 
of  opinions  about  it's  exterior.  That's  one  thing  I've  always  liked  about  collecting  coins  while 
their  collectible  value  may  vary  with  the  winds  of  public  opinion,  there's  at  least  an  internal 
(gold/ silver)  intrinsic  value  that  cannot  be  ignored.  Come  to  think  of  it,  people  are  like  too. 
Some  of  us  may  appear  a  little  rough  around  the  edges,  not  so  magnetically  attractive  on  the 
outside.  But  like  the  silver,  gold,  gems  and  minerals  hidden  beneath  the  dry  and  rugged  terrain 
of  Virginia  City,  we  too  have  a  certain  God-given  beauty  and  design  on  the  inside,  which  is  tar 
more  valuable! 

So  if  you  ever  get  the  chance,  make  a  trip  to  Virginia  City.  You'll  surely  enjoy  all  the  old  history 
and  sights,  not  to  mention  the  unique  little  mint  there.  And  be  sure  to  check  out  the  Geodes, 
remembering  their  wise  little  lesson  for  us  all.  ♦ 
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.  Buy  Now- 

Potential  Ten  and 
Twenty-Dollar  Coins 

For  a  Fraction  of 
Their  Future  Value! 

Arkansas  Centennial  Half  Dollars 

1935  Denver  Mint — only  5500  struck  _ $2.75 

1935  San  Francisco  Mint — only  5500  struck _ 2.75  Mg  y, 

1935  Philadelphia  Mint — 13,000  struck _ 2.00 

Special:  The  complete  set  of  all  three  mints — for  only _ $7.00  nWilj 

Old  Spanish  Trail  Half  Dollar 

Commemorating  400th  Anniversary. 

Issued  in  El  Paso,  Texas — the  “End  of  the  Trail” 

1935  Old  Spanish  Trail  Half  Dollar  —  only  one  issue  of  10,000  —  and 
greatly  over- subscribed — A  coin  that  will  surely  bring  $10.00  in  the 
Jjtlgg/  very  near  future. 

Price,  for  month  of  January  only . .  .$4.50 

(On  February  1st  price  advances  to  $5.00  or  more.) 

AND— WATCH  THESE  BABIES  GO  UP  IN  VALUE  !  ! 

Better  get  them  NOW — while  obtainable  at  low  prices. 

Daniel  Boone  or  Kentucky  Half  Dollars 

1934  Kentucky  Half  Dollar — only  10,000  coined — (other  recent  similar 

limited  issues  are  selling  for  $7.50  to  $10.00  per  coin) —  ^KwwUHtei. 

Price  now _ $2.50 

1935  Kentucky  Half  Dollar — P.  Mint — (10,000  minted) _ 2.00  J^§|§ 

1935  Kentucky  Half  Dollar — S.  Mint — (only  5,000  coined) _ 2.75 

1935  Kentucky  Half  Dollar — D.  Mint — (only  5,000  coined) _ 2.75  Ibww&.W' 

1935-1934  Kentucky  Half  Dollar  —  (dated  1935,  but  with  small 

1934  inserted)  _ _ 2.00  ! 

Special:  I  offer  the  complete  set  of  five  Daniel  Boone  Half  1  nn 

^  *  Dollars  for  only _ I - 

Some  day,  EACH  ONE  of  the  above  coins  will  sell  for  as  much  and 
more  than  my  present  price  for  the  entire  set.) 

Send  for  my  Complete  Illustrated  List  of  Commemorative  Coins — also  my 
48  page  Illustrated  Retail  Price  List — Both  are  FREE  to  Hobbies  Readers. 

Everything  in  coins  —  from  5c  to  $1,000  each.  I  now  have  prob¬ 
ably  the  largest  Numismatic  Stock  in  the  country,  and  am  still 
more  anxious  to  buy  than  to  sell. 


isrxrixri  ltma.tpi  nr 

Mehl  Building  Fort  Worth,  Texas 
Dept.  H 

Established  over  30  years 

Largest  Rare  Coin  Establishment  in  America 
Capital,  $250,000.00  Resources,  $500,000.00 
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Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  Knight 

(1552-  1618) 

By  Gary  Beedon 


Sir  Walter  Ralegh  as  depicted  in  1614 


Raleigh  or  Ralegh? 

First,  we  will  try  to  clarity'  his  last  name.  One  time  he  was  known  to  have  signed  his  name  as 
“RawleygheM”  in  1587.  Other  times  he  signed  his  name  as  Rauley,  Rawieigh  or  Ralegh.  It  has  been  said 
that  there  were  over  forty  different  ways  to  spell  his  last  name.  His  name  when  it  was  pronounced 
sounded  like  “raw  he.”  We  know  from  past  history  that  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  never  used  the  popular  modem 
“Raleigh”  spelling.  On  his  1614  published  five-volume  book.  The  History  of  the  World,  his  name  was 
boldly  printed  as  “Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  Knight.” 
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Ralegh  was  bom  in  in  a  farmhouse  in  Hayes  Barton  in  Devonshire.  Very  little  is  known  about  his 
earl\  childhood  years.  He  grew  to  about  6-t'oot  tall,  quite  taller  than  the  average  person  of  that  era.  It  was 
common  knowledge  that  being  a  Protestant,  he  had  a  dislike  for  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Part  of  it 
stems  from  his  early  life  prior  to  1558,  when  Queen  Mary  I  was  in  power.  She  favored  the  Roman 
C  atholic  Church.  She  persecuted  the  Protestant  followers.  Over  288  Protestants  were  burned  at  the  stake, 
especially  during  her  last  four  years  as  the  reining  monarch!  In  time  she  became  known  as  “Bloody 
Mary”  for  her  later  activities. 

Oueen  Elizabeth  I 

When  Queen  Elizabeth  I  came  into  power  in  1558,  Ralegh  supported  her.  Later,  he  became  a  favorite 
of  the  queen.  Both  favored  the  Protestant  Church! 

Folklore  legend  has  it  that  Ralegh  once  placed  his  cloak  or  cape  over  a  mud  puddle  for  Queen 
Elizabeth  I  to  w'alk  on  and  not  get  her  feet  dirty.  This  has  never  been  proven  one  way  or  the  other.  The 
legend  definitely  affects  his  reputation  in  a  positive  way.  But  then,  others  would  wonder  why  he  would 
place  an  expensive  cloak  in  the  mud  to  be  walked  on. 

In  1578  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  with  a  charter  from  Queen  Elizabeth  I  “to  inhabit  and  possess... all 
remote  and  heathen  lands  not  in  actual  possession  of  any  Christian  prince’'  made  two  attempts  to  reach 
Newfoundland.  He  died  on  the  second  voyage.  Sir  Water  Ralegh,  half  brother  of  Gilbert,  later  carried  on 
the  colonization  theme  with  a  similar  charter  from  Queen  Elizabeth  I  in  1584.  In  that  year  Ralegh  also 
became  Sir  Walter  Ralegh!  Raleigh  was  also  granted  a  patent  in  1584  to  explore  “remote  heathen  and 
barbarous  lands.” 

The  following  year  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  decided  to  start  his  own  colony  in  the  New  World.  With  the 
patent  rights  or  charter,  he  sent  seven  ships  to  Roanoke  Island  with  107  colonists  under  the  command  of 
his  cousin.  Sir  Richard  Grenville.  Before  the  trip  Queen  Elizabeth  bestowed  the  name  Virginia  upon  the 
entire  region  in  her  own  honor  as  the  Virgin  Queen.  Roanoke  was  founded  by  the  expedition.  The  trip  was 
a  failure,  mainly  because  of  a  lack  of  supplies  and  the  poor  quality  of  the  colonists.  Because  of  the  failure, 
Ralegh  later  sold  his  patent  rights. 

As  a  reward  for  helping  to  prevent  an  overthrow  of  the  throne  in  1585,  he  became  Captain  of  the 
Governor  of  Jersey.  Ralegh  also  received  a  42,000-acre  plantation  in  Munster,  Ireland.  He  was  again  in 
the  Queen’s  favor.  Ralegh  planned  a  colony  in  Virginia  called  “Cittie  of  Virginia”  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
Chesapeake  Bay.  His  official  coat  of  arms  showed  the  “Cittie  of  Ralegh.”  The  settlers  who  later  built  the 
“Cittie  of  Ralegh”  later  disappeared  without  a  trace.  The  Indians  probably  killed  them. 

Two  years  later,  in  May  of  1587,  Ralegh  sailed  with  three  ships  to  America,  carrying  nearly  125 
colonists  from  Devon.  Each  colonist  had  been  promised  500  acres  in  North  America.  They  then  planned 
to  stop  at  Roanoke  Island  and  then  on  to  the  Chesapeake  Bay  100  miles  north.  The  colonists  were  left  or 
abandoned  on  Roanoke  Island  and  never  arrived  at  their  final  destination  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay  to  the 
north. 

Sir  Richard  Grenville  and  Ralegh  both  defended  Devon  and  Cornwall  against  the  Spanish  Armada  in 
1588,  by  having  light  beacons  constructed  along  the  coast.  Thought  was  that  a  beacon  would  be  lighted 
when  the  Spanish  Armada  was  sighted.  Soldiers  would  rush  to  defend  the  land.  There  was  a  later  battle  on 
the  w^ater  -  not  on  the  land.  We  will  not  say  any  more  about  his  activities  relative  to  the  Spanish  Armada, 
as  it  could  become  an  article  in  itself. 

The  Maid 

Around  1590,  give  or  take  a  year  or  two,  Ralegh  had  developed  an  intimate  interest  in  one  of  the 
Queen  Elizabeth’s  “Maids  of  Honor.”  This  did  not  please  the  Queen  at  all.  She  had  Ralegh  and  Elizabeth 
(Bess  or  Bessie)  Throckmorton  (the  maid)  thrown  into  the  Tower  of  London.  Ralegh  was  given  two 
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rooms  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Bloody  Tower,  a  part  of  the  Tower  of  London.  The  Bloody  Tower  was 
initially  build  as  a  Watergate  (waterway  entrance)  for  access  to  the  Tower  from  the  river  Thames. 

Later  he  was  set  free  when  one  of  his  ships  returned  with  a  huge  treasure  onboard,  which  taken  from 
the  Spanish  ship  “Madre  De  Dios.”  Later,  Ralegh  secretly  married  Elizabeth  (Bessie)  Throckmorton 
(year?)  and  built  Sherborne  Castle  at  Dorset.  Bessie  became  known  as  Lady  Ralegh. 

Folklore  legend  states  that  his  ghost  is  said  to  appear  at  Sherborne  Castle  and  grounds  on  September 
20  (St.  Michael's  eve)  every  year.  He  appears  smoking  a  pipe  containing  some  of  the  tobacco  brought 
back  from  the  new  colony.  He  is  then  soaked  with  a  pitcher  of  beer  by  a  frightened  servant. 

In  1602  Ralegh  was  kicked  out  of  his  home  by  the  Bishop.  Ralegh  was  sent  to  the  Tower  of  London 
(his  second  stay  in  the  Tower)  for  conspiring  against  James  I.  He  was  later  freed.  Ralegh  made  one  more 
attempt  to  establish  a  new  colony  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay  area.  By  sending  Bartholomew  Gilbert  with  a 
group  of  colonists.  Gilbert  was  killed  by  the  local  Indians.  A  few  months  later,  the  colonists  gave  up  and 
returned  to  England. 

King  James  I 

Queen  Elizabeth  I  died  in  1603  and  James  I  became  King.  King  James  disliked  Walter's  negative 
attitude  toward  the  Spanish.  King  James  I  favored  Spain.  Ralegh  was  then  sentenced  to  life  in  prison  for 
plotting  against  the  throne.  He  was  back  in  the  Tower  again!  In  1614  Ralegh  published  his  five-volume 
book,  The  History'  of  the  World,  while  imprisoned  in  the  “Bloody  Tower”  in  London.  He  was  released  in 
1616. 

Ralegh  sails  out  of  Plymouth  Hoe  on  June  12.  1617  with  seven  ships  and  three  pinnaces.  They  were 
forced  to  return  due  to  storms.  On  August  15th  they  left  the  British  Isles  again,  but  his  captains  resorted  to 
piracy  for  gain.  Four  French  ships  were  captured.  Ralegh  turned  the  ships  loose  and  returned  to  Plymouth 
Hoe,  which  did  not  go  well  with  his  captains.  When  they  returned,  negative  rumors  and  stones  about  Sir 
Walter  Ralegh's  poor  conduct  were  spread.  Ralegh  was  later  arrested. 

The  Execution 

Old  Palace  Yard,  Westminster,  London 

October  28,  1618,  Ralegh  was  transferred  from  the  Tower  to  the  Old  Palace  Yard.  Westminster,  for  his 
execution  for  treason.  He  was  placed  in  the  Abbey  gatehouse  for  the  night.  His  wife,  Bess,  stayed  until 
midnight  and  then  left  shortly  after.  Other  friends  dropped  by  before  and  after  to  say  goodbye,  etc.  He  ate 
a  hearty  breakfast  in  the  morning.  Shortly,  he  was  led  to  the  scaffold,  where  he  made  his  final  speech,  “so 
I  take  my  leave  of  you  all,  making  my  peace  with  God.”  Then  prior  to  his  execution  he  asked  to  see  the 
axe.  He  said,  “This  is  a  sharp  medicine,  but  it  is  a  physician  for  all  diseases.”  He  refused  the  blindfold 
and  placed  his  head  on  the  block,  followed  by  the  signal  to  strike.  Ralegh  was  executed  by  the  headsman 
with  that  axe  after  Ralegh  replied  to  the  headsman’s  temporary  delay,  “Strike  man,  strike!"  His  head  was 
whacked  off  after  the  axe  fell  several  times.  That  headsman  must  have  need  glasses,  as  he  was  not  doing 
such  an  accurate  job.  Maybe  he  wanted  to  drag  it  out  for  effect  by  not  completing  the  job  with  one  swing 
of  the  axe!  The  head  was  shown  to  the  crowd  among  cheers. 

Ralegh’s  bloody  “whacked  off’  head  was  given  to  his  wife,  who  carried  it  home  in  a  leather  bag, we  are 
told.  We  know  the  head  was  embalmed,  but  not  sure  if  it  was  before  or  after  his  wife  took  possession  of  it. 
Hopefully,  after!  History  is  vague  regarding  this  point.  We  know  his  wife  kept  it  in  her  cupboard  to  show 
her  late  husband’s  friends  and  admirers  from  time  to  time.  She  also  is  said  to  have  earned  it  with  her  until 
her  death  at  a  npe  old  age  of  82,  some  29  years  later.  After  her  death,  the  head  was  inherited  by  her  son. 
That  old  head  was  buried  with  him  next  to  the  grave  of  Ralegh  at  St.  Margaret’s  Church  near  Westminster 
Abby  in  London. 
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Final  words  about  Sir  Walter  Ralegh:  He  was  known  as  a  poet,  but  not  as  a  great  one.  He  never  set  loot 
in  North  America,  only  in  South  America.  Ralegh  made  at  least  two  unsuccessful  attempts  at  settling 
Roanoke  Island  Walter  introduced  tobacco  to  Europe. 

Roanoke  Colony  Half  Dollar 

In  1935  per  an  official  act  of  June  24lh,  a  minimum  of  25,000  United  States  half-dollar  coins  were 
authorized  to  commemorate  the  350th  Anniversary  (1587  -  1937)  of  the  250-person  colony  on  the 
northern  tip  of  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina.  Designer  William  Marks  Simpson  produced  a  bust  of 
Ralegh  for  the  obverse,  which  at  the  time  was  said  to  look  like  movie  actor  Errol  Flynn.  Some  even 
w  onder  if  a  picture  of  Flynn  wras  used  for  the  model.  Simpson  wanted  to  use  the  spelling  “Ralegh”  on  the 
coin,  but  the  Federal  Commission  of  Fine  Arts  had  him  use  “Raleigh”  instead.  We  know  it  was  said  that 
Sir  Walter  Ralegh  never  used  the  popular  modem  “Raleigh”  spelling.  On  the  reverse  is  a  representation  of 
Eleanor  (or  Elinor)  Dare  holding  her  baby,  Virginia  Dare  (granddaughter  of  John  White).  She  w^as  bom 
on  August  18.  1857,  with  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  European  bom  in  the  new  colony. 

The  coins  were  to  be  sold  at  a  price  of  $1.65  each  by  the  Roanoke  Colony  Memorial  Association.  A 
production  time  limit  was  imposed,  however,  as  none  could  be  struck  after  July  1,  1937.  Production  of 
coins  in  1937  consisted  of  50,030  silver  business  strikes,  of  w'hich  21,000  were  later  melted.  This  left  a 
balance  of  29,030  coins.  Fifteen  of  the  coins  were  reserved  for  assay  purposes  and  were  not  issued. 


COIN  SPECIFICATIONS: 

Diameter:  30.6  millimeters 
Weight:  12.5  grams 
Composition:  .900  silver,  .100  copper 
Edge:  Reeded 

Net  Weight:  .36169  ounce  silver 


1937  Roanoke  half  dollar  obverse 
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W/iCCem  The  SiCent 


By  Steven  J.  Devlin 


Most  commemorative  coin  collectors 
start  out  collecting  coins  such  as  Lincoln 
Cents  and  Buffalo  Nickels,  move  up  to 
quarters  and  then  to  the  silver  dollars.  Some 
of  those  collectors  then  move  on  to 
collecting  the  commemoratives.  Often 
times,  what  turns  us  to  collecting 
commemoratives  is  the  variety  of  designs  in 
the  series,  and  the  stories  behind  the  coins. 
It  seems  all  of  the  commemoratives  have  an 
interesting  story  to  tell,  whether  it  is  the 
subject  of  the  coin,  the  event  being 
commemorated,  or  the  promoters  behind 
the  scenes. 

One  of  our  interesting  commemorative 
coins  is  the  Huguenot- Walloon  half  dollar, 
depicting  William  the  Silent  and  Admiral 
Colignv  on  the  obverse.  What  makes  this 
coin  interesting  is  that  it  was  minted  to 
celebrate  the  300th  anniversarv  of  the  arrival 
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of  the  Huguenot-Walloons  in  the  New 
World,  but  these  two  men  supposedly  had 
nothing  to  do  with  this  settlement  in  the 
New  World.  When  the  coin  came  out, 
people  pointed  this  out,  along  with  the  fact 
that  it  was  violating  the  law  separating 
church  from  government.  I'm  not  going  to 
go  into  details  about  the  “scandal"  behind 
this  design,  or  tine  motives.  Instead,  I 
thought  I'd  write  an  article  giving  a  little 
background  history  of  one  of  the  men  on 
this  coin  -  William  the  Silent. 

William  the  Silent  (properly  spelled  as 
Willem)  was  born  in  April  1533  to  the 
Count  of  Nassau  -  Dillenburg,  who  lived  in 
the  area  or  western  Germany,  near  the 
border  of  the  Netherlands.  Willem's  father. 


the  count  was  not  a  rich  man,  and  his  land 
holdings  did  not  bring  him  a  great  deal  of 
money.  Willem  was  their  first  son  (two 
sisters  preceded  him,  and  13  more  brothers 
and  sisters  would  follow),  and  was 
baptized  in  the  Catholic  Church.  In  a  way 
that  would  later  set  the  tone  of  his  life, 
when  Willem  was  a  few  months  old,  his 
father  converted  the  familv  over  to 
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Lutheranism.  This  conversion  would  play  a 
significant  role  in  Willem's  life  because  this 
was  a  time  when  the  ideas  and  customs  of 
religions  were  tearing  apart  the  European 
countries. 

Wilem's  life  in  Dillenburg  was  set  at  a 
leisurely  pace.  Their  home  was  in  a  quiet 
rural  area,  remote  from  the  strife  of 
international  politics  and  religions.  For 
Willem's  first  eleven  years,  he  grew  up  in  a 
pious,  regulated,  but  simple  life.  The  court 
at  Dillenburg  reflected  the  peaceful 
countrvside,  and  not  at  all  like  the  gaudy 
and  glittery  life  that  most  of  us  would 
associate  with  royal  families.  It  was  here 
that  Willem  learned  from  his  parents  the 
important  basics  of  life  such  as  loving  and 
respecting  his  family  and  neighbors.  These 
basic  fundamental  ideas  would  forever 
mold  his  life,  and  direct  him  along  the 
rockv  road  he  was  about  to  travel  on. 

J 

Willem's  father  was  not  the  eldest  son  in 
his  family,  therefore  he  did  not  share  in  the 
larger  inheritance  which  was  given  to  his 
older  brother,  Henry.  Uncle  Henry  had 
married  a  lady  who  was  the  heiress  to  the 
sovereign  principality  of  Orange,  which  is 
located  in  France.  They  had  a  son  named 
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Rene  who  would  someday  inherit  all  the 
lands  and  privileges  of  his  parents.  Rene's 
patron  (or  head  boss  of  the  family  if  you 
will)  was  the  Emperor  Charles  V,  king  of 
the  Netherlands,  and  more  importantly,  a 
Catholic.  King  Charles  was  well  aware  that 
if  anything  were  to  happen  to  Rene,  all  of 
his  inheritance  would  pass  on  to  Willem's 
father,  a  Lutheran.  So,  King  Charles 
instructed  Rene  to  legally  have  all  his  lands 
and  titles  to  pass  on  to  Willem,  a  child 
whose  religion  and  upbringing  could  easily 
be  directed  by  the  King  himself,  it  the  need 
ever  arose.  Of  course,  Rene  was  a  healthy 
twenty-six  year  old,  so  nobody  was  too 
concerned  about  these  lines  of  inheritance. 
But  as  you  can  easily  guess,  shortly  after 
making  the  will,  Rene  set  out  for  battle,  and 
was  killed. 

Eleven  year  old  Willem  was  suddenly 
one  of  the  wealthiest  noblemen  of  Europe. 
He  was  the  owner  of  the  Orange  sovereign 
principality,  one  fourth  of  Brabant  duchy, 
large  portions  of  Luxembourg,  Flanders, 
and  other  parts  of  today's  Belgium-France 
area;  had  three  Italian  principalities,  16 
courtships,  50  baronies,  300  smaller  estates, 
and  much,  much  more.  It  also  meant  the 
end  of  his  simple  life.  He  had  to  take 
possession  of  the  lands,  which  meant 
leaving  the  old  life  behind  him,  and  joining 
King  Charles  at  the  Imperial  Court  in  the 
Netherlands. 

Willem  began  a  new  life  at  the  royal 
palace,  learning  how  it  was  to  have  others 
wait  on  him.  He  was  taught  the  methods  of 
international  politics,  and  the  ways  of  the 
Catholic  religion.  King  Charles  enjoyed 
Willem’s  presence,  often  including  Willem 
in  on  personal  meetings  with  his  subjects. 
It  was  here  Willem  learned  the  importance 
of  loyalty  to  the  crown.  The  king  was  the 
supreme  head  of  his  country,  but  Willem 
also  discovered  the  king's  job  was  to  serve 
his  subjects  by  leading  them  down  the  right 
road. 

When  Willem  was  16,  he  met  Philip,  the 
son  of  King  Charles.  Philip  had  been  raised 


in  Spain,  and  would  some  day  succeed  his 
father  as  the  King  of  the  Netherlands  and 
Spain.  Willem  and  Philip  were  courteous 
and  respectful  towards  each  other,  but  there 
was  no  warmth  of  a  true  friendship.  One 
interesting  item  Willem  was  quick  to  note 
was  the  language  barrier.  Willem  was  able 
to  speak  German  from  his  earliest  days, 
French  because  it  was  the  language  of  the 
Imperial  Court  and  the  official  language  of 
the  Netherlands,  Dutch  to  his  Brabant 
tenants  and  his  troops,  and  some  Spanish 
because  of  the  few  Spanish  officers  and 
soldiers  in  the  Imperial  Army.  Philip,  on 
the  other  hand,  only  spoke  Spanish,  and 
that  was  all  he  was  interested  in  learning  to 
speak.  This  attitude  would  quickly  become 
apparent  in  the  years  to  follow. 

In  October  1555,  King  Charles  decided  it 
was  time  to  hand  over  his  throne  to  his  son 
Philip.  The  king  was  becoming  an  old  and 
weak  man,  and  he  was  ready  to  retire  to  the 
warmer  climate  of  Spain.  King  Charles  had 
been  born  and  raised  in  the  Netherlands,  so 
naturally  the  Dutch  always  thought  of  him 
as  their  own.  But  this  move  suddenly 
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showed  them  the  heart  and  center  of 
Charles'  kingdom  was  in  Spain,  and  the 
Netherlands  was  merely  an  annex  to  his 
empire.  On  another  ominous  note,  at  the 
crowning  ceremonies,  Philip  momentarily 
spoke  in  a  halting  French,  then  said  he 
found  French  to  be  difficult  to  his  native 
Spanish,  and  proceeded  to  let  his  Bishop 
read  the  rest  of  his  speech. 

The  religious  question  was  becoming  a 
big  issue  during  this  time.  In  King  Philip's 
view,  the  church  and  the  state  were  the 
same.  To  renounce  the  church  was  the 
same  as  renouncing  the  throne,  and 
therefore  a  treasonous  act  against  the 
government.  The  growing  movement  of 
Protestantism  was  an  open  rebellion  against 
the  king,  and  he  wouldn't  allow  it.  But  in 
Willem's  eyes,  the  church  and  the  state 
were  separate  entities.  Willem  was  in  his 
early  twenties  when  Philip  became  king, 
and  during  these  years  Willem  agonized 
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between  his  loyalty  to  the  crown,  and 
towards  the  need  of  moral  actions  for  his 
subjects.  By  the  time  Willem  was  27,  he  had 
chosen  to  protect  his  people.  This  is  not  to 
say  he  had  turned  against  the  crown.  For 
the  rest  of  Willem's  life,  he  would  try  to 
reconcile  the  people  with  the  King. 
Whenever  Philip  asked  Willem  pointed 
questions  pertaining  to  the  King's  policies 
to  the  people,  Willem  always  managed  to 
be  the  silent  loyal  servant,  evading  the 
questions.  This  is  how  he  became  known  as 
Willem  the  Silent. 

In  regards  to  the  issues  between 
Catholicism  and  Protestantism,  Willem 
cared  little  for  religious  dogma.  He  was 
more  concerned  about  the  welfare  of  his 
people,  and  their  treatment  as  human 
beings.  He  couldn't  make  anv  sense  of  a 
religion  that  would  take  non-believers,  call 
them  heretics,  and  burn  them  at  the  stake. 
He  couldn't  believe  there  was  a  God  out 
there  that  would  condone  these  actions. 

The  Netherlands  of  those  days  was  not 
the  same  as  the  Netherlands  that  we  know 
of  today.  It  was  not  a  state  or  a  nation,  but 
a  conglomeration  of  counties  and  duchies, 
with  over  three  million  people  living  in 
three  hundred  walled  cities.  The  same  area 
today  is  split  between  the  four  countries  of 
Holland,  Belgium,  Luxembourg,  and 
France.  It  was  the  seat  of  the  most 
advanced  trading  and  manufacturing 
centers  of  all  Europe.  Many  proud  old 
noble  families  lived  there,  and  they  viewed 
Spain  as  a  penniless  upstart,  usurping  on 
the  prosperity  of  the  Netherlands.  Each 
area  had  its  own  Estates  (a  parliament  type 
government)  meeting  in  its  provincial 
capital,  which  in  turn  sent  a  small 
delegation  to  the  Estates  General  in  a  major 
city.  The  Estates  General  was  a  convention 
at  the  king  could  explain  his  policies  and 
make  requests  for  financial  subsidies. 
Estates  General  delegates  would  relay  the 
King's  requests  back  home  for  the  needed 
answers. 


Four  years  after  taking  the  throne,  Philip 
had  had  enough  of  the  Netherlands,  and 
decided  he  was  going  to  return  to  Spain.  In 
his  place,  he  would  leave  the  governing 
duties  to  his  aunt,  the  Regent  Margaret,  and 
Spanish  troops  would  maintain  a  presence 
to  help  keep  the  peace.  However,  any 
important  decisions  were  not  to  be  made  by 
her,  but  were  to  be  relayed  back  to  Spain  for 
his  final  word.  Obviously  the  people 
weren't  too  happy  to  have  their  king  living 
elsewhere,  and  they  were  especially  not  at 
all  thrilled  to  have  the  Spanish  armv  on 
their  soil. 

Margaret  was  in  charge  for  eight  years, 
her  reign  marked  by  a  steadily  downhill 
sentiment  of  feelings  for  the  king.  When 
she  couldn't  get  statements  of  loyaltv  from 
Willem,  nor  his  support  for  her  rulings,  she 
relayed  word  back  to  the  king  of  her 
thoughts  towards  Willem's  suspicious  acts 
against  the  crown. 

King  Philip  sent  a  man  named  Alva  who 
ruled  for  the  next  five  years.  Alva  set  up 
the  Council  of  Blood,  killing  thousands  of 
people  during  his  reign  of  terror  -  these 
people  weren't  just  common  folks,  but 
plenty  of  prominent  citizens.  When  these 
acts  began  to  enrage  the  Dutch  people, 
religious  tolerance  wasn't  the  issue 
anymore.  Instead,  thev  now  concentrated 
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on  getting  Alva  and  the  Spaniards  out  of 
the  country. 

In  1567,  Willem  the  Silent  decided  his 
loyalty  to  his  subjects  was  causing  too  much 
suspicion  with  the  king,  so  he  moved  his 
familv  back  to  his  childhood  home  in 
Dillenburg.  There,  thev  would  be  in  the 
safe  haven  of  Germany.  He  would  be  close 
to  tire  northern  provinces  of  the 
Netherlands  should  there  be  a  need  to 
return  quickly,  and  it  would  be  a  good 
place  to  recruit  German  soldiers.  But  the 
local  German  princes  wanted  Willem  to 
declare  himself  as  a  Lutheran  before  he  did 
anv  recruiting. 

Willem  was  now  getting  more  and  more 
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men  to  form  his  troops,  along  with  the 
much  needed  money  to  support  these 
troops.  Elsewhere,  renegade  Dutch  sailors 
off  the  northern  coast  ran  Willem's  colors 
on  their  ships.  When  one  was  forced  ashore 
during  a  violent  storm,  they  found  the  local 
garrison  was  empty,  and  quickly  ran  up 
their  flag  and  declared  the  town  as  theirs. 
Up  and  down  the  coast  sailors  followed 
suit,  giving  Willem  a  strong  foothold  in  the 
north.  With  strong  public  sentiment  on  his 
side,  Willem  decided  now  was  the  time  to 
return  to  the  Netherlands.  Likewise 
German  princes  saw  the  strength  Willem 
was  getting,  and  allowed  him  to  recruit 
German  soldiers. 

A  man  named  Requesens  was  sent  to 
replace  Alva.  He  immediately  befriended 
the  people  by  canceling  taxes  and  issuing 
pardons  to  those  who  would  declare 
allegiance  to  King  Philip.  But  nothing  was 
said  about  returning  personal  property' 
which  Alva  had  taken,  or  of  removing  the 
Spanish  troops.  So,  Dutch  delegates  wrote 
the  Act  of  Federation,  also  known  as  the 
Union  of  Delft.  This  document  created  the 
union  of  Holland  and  Zealand,  and  gave 
Willem  the  interim  power  over  all.  Willem 
declined  the  offer  of  being  their  leader,  so 
he  was  given  the  power  to  choose  a  ruler  he 
felt  to  be  adequate  for  the  people. 

When  Requesens  canceled  taxes,  there 
was  no  longer  a  way  to  pay  the  Spanish 
troops,  and  so  they  began  a  great  mutiny 
throughout  the  land,  ransacking  and 
burning  cities.  This  “Spanish  Fury"  caused 
the  southern  provinces  to  look  towards 
Willem  for  help,  and  to  agree  to  the 
Pacification  of  Ghent.  This  pact's  first  order 
of  business  was  to  give  military  control  to 
Willem  to  drive  the  Spaniards  out  of  the 
country.  The  issue  of  religious  toleration 
was  to  be  settled  later,  but  in  the  meantime, 
no  persecutions  were  to  be  allowed.  This 
treaty  was  a  bold  step  in  the  unification  of 
the  countrv. 
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In  1576,  Requesens  died  of  typhus,  and 
King  Philip  put  his  half  brother  Don  John  in 


charge  of  things.  Don  John  was  something 
of  an  embarrassment  to  the  King,  but  there 
was  no  one  else  for  the  king  to  send.  Don 
John  had  ambitious  plans  to  restore  order  to 
the  Northern  provinces,  then  to  invade 
England  to  restore  Catholicism  there,  and 
finally  to  free  and  marry  the  imprisoned 
Mary,  Queen  of  Scots.  Don  John,  like  his 
predecessors,  agreed  to  remove  the  Spanish 
troops.  But  his  popularity  went  downhill 
when  he  didn't  carry  out  his  promises,  nor 
did  he  settle  the  religious  problems. 
Finally,  the  Spanish  throne  decided  one  of 
the  things  they  had  to  do  was  to  remove  a 
thorn  from  their  side  -  that  thorn  being 
Willem  the  Silent.  A  bounty  of  25,000  ecus 
was  put  on  Willem's  head. 

In  March  1582,  the  first  attempt  was 
made  on  Willem's  life.  The  assassin-to-be, 
Juan  Jaureguy,  had  a  plan  to  kill  Willem, 
and  felt  once  the  deed  was  done,  he  would 
be  quickly  arrested,  then  traded  to  Spain  for 
Willem's  imprisoned  son.  When  Willem 
appeared  in  public  on  the  street,  Jaureguy 
pushed  his  way  through  the  crowd  and 
shot  his  over-charged  pistol.  The  bullet 
passed  through  Willem's  cheeks  without 
damaging  any  vital  organs.  Jaureguy, 
much  to  his  surprise,  was  killed  right  away 
by  Willem's  guards.  Meanwhile,  Willem's 
was  in  danger  of  hemorrhaging.  He  was 
confined  to  his  bed  for  five  weeks,  slowly 
recovering  from  his  wounds.  The  real 
tragedy  occurred  when  his  wife,  Charlotte, 
spent  too  much  time  nursing  over  him.  The 
strain  caused  her  to  fall  ill,  and  she  died  in 
early  May  1582.  By  the  end  of  May,  the 
grieved  Willem  had  finally  recovered  from 
his  wound. 

Willem  believed  in  the  Calvinist  doctrine 
of  predestination,  so  with  a  reward  of 
25,000  ecus  on  his  life,  he  felt  it  was  a  waste 
of  time  to  take  precautions  against  any 
threats  of  assassination.  He  still  left  his 
door  open  to  receive  the  visits  of  the 
common  man.  After  Jaureguy,  many  others 
would  also  try  to  kill  Willem,  but  they  were 
discovered  before  they  were  able  to  get 
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close  enough  to  Willem.  Finally,  there  was 
a  man  named  Balthasar  Gerard. 

Gerard  traveled  from  Luxembourg  to 
Delft,  reaching  Delft  in  May  of  1584.  When 
questioned  of  his  presence  in  Delft,  he 
claimed  his  father  had  died  for  the 
Protestant  cause,  and  now  he  wanted  to 
serve  Willem  who  he  called  the  greatest  of 
all  Protestant  leaders.  As  early  as  May  he 
had  a  chance  to  murder  Willem,  but  since 
he  was  a  penniless  man,  he  had  no  weapon 
to  use.  Meanwhile,  Willem  felt  the  best 
way  for  Gerard  to  serve  the  Protestant 
cause  would  be  to  send  him  back  to  visit  a 
French  ruler.  When  Gerard  did  not  set  off 
for  France  as  instructed,  he  was  questioned 
for  his  continued  presence  in  Delft.  When 
he  indicated  that  he  didn't  have  any  money 
to  travel  to  France,  Willem  gave  Gerard 
twelve  crowns  for  his  travel  money.  Later 
that  very  same  day,  Gerard  purchased  two 
pistols  from  one  of  Willem's  bodyguards, 
claiming  the  roads  to  be  dangerous  for 
traveling.  In  July  1584,  with  the  guise  of 
needing  a  passport  to  travel,  he  was  able  to 
get  close  enough  to  see  Willem,  and  took 
the  opportunity  to  shoot  Willem.  The 
Prince  of  Orange  died  moments  later. 
Gerard  was  caught  trying  to  escape,  and 
confessed  immediately,  believing  he  was  a 
martyr.  The  King  of  Spain  paid  the  blood 
money  to  Gerard's  family,  money  that  had 
been  confiscated  from  Willem's  eldest  son 
imprisoned  in  Spain.  Willem  was  buried  at 
Delft  on  August  3rd,  1584. 

Willem  married  four  times  during  his 

life.  The  first  when  he  was  18  years  old  to  a 
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girl  named  Anne,  the  daughter  of  a  wealthy 
count.  It  was  a  pleasant  enough 
relationship,  considering  it  was  a  marriage 
arranged  by  King  Charles.  She  died  seven 
years  later.  His  second  wife  was  Anne  of 
Saxony,  a  German  Lutheran.  This  marriage 
was  against  King  Philip's  wishes,  but 
Willem  saw  it  as  a  good  political  marriage 
to  strengthen  the  bond  with  Germany. 
When  Willem  had  to  go  into  exile  to 
Dillenberg,  he  took  along  his  wrife  and  two 


daughters.  Anne  wasn't  too  happy  about 
being  left  alone  in  a  small  German  town 
while  Willem  was  out  and  about  attending 
his  to  his  military  and  political  affairs.  So, 
she  had  an  affair  with  a  married  lawyer 
refugee  from  Belgium  by  the  name  of  John 
Reubens.  When  it  was  found  out,  Reubens 
wras  arrested.  During  this  time  in  history,  it 
would  have  been  politically  correct  for 
Willem  to  order  Reubens'  death.  Instead, 
luckily  for  us  in  the  cultural  sense,  he 
spared  the  lawyer's  life,  and  the  lawyer 
returned  home  to  his  wife  to  patch  things 
up.  Six  years  later,  the  lawyer's  wife  gave 
birth  to  the  famous  painter  Peter  Paul 
Reubens.  Meanwhile,  Willem  refused  to 
see  Anne  again,  nor  would  he  ever  speak  of 
her  bv  her  name. 

Willem's  third  wife  was  a  woman  he 
truly  loved.  Princess  Charlotte  de  Bourbon 
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was  a  French  girl  whom  her  family  had  sent 
.to  become  a  nun  in  an  abbey  so  that  her 
brother  would  get  the  family  dowry  money. 
She  quietly  escaped  the  nunnery, 
denounced  her  family,  and  lived  in  exile  in 
Heidelberg,  Germany.  Charlotte  was  a 
political  alliance  to  France.  When  the  King 
declared  Willem  an  outlaw,  and  had  25,000 
ecus  reward  placed  on  his  head,  Charlotte 
began  checking  all  his  food  and  monitoring 
his  visitors  as  well  as  she  could.  But  she 
wasn't  able  to  prevent  the  first  assassination 
attempt  on  his  life.  She  spent  too  much 
time  nursing  Willem  back  to  health,  and  not 
enough  time  watching  her  own  diet  nor 
getting  the  rest  she  needed.  She  fell 
seriously  ill,  and  died  as  Willem  recovered 
from  his  wounds. 

A  year  later,  Willem  married  for  the  last 
time.  This  was  a  numismaticallv  interesting 
marriage  because  he  married  Louise  de 
Coligny,  the  daughter  of  Admiral  Gaspard 
de  Colignv  -  the  man  who  appears  next  to 
Willem  on  the  Huguenot- Walloon 
commemorative  half  dollar.  This  marriage 
was  a  marriage  for  the  Huguenot  alliance  of 
France,  but  the  Dutch  people  saw  it  as 
another  French  intrusion  on  their  country. 
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I  his  marriage  lasted  a  little  over  a  year 
before  V\  illem  was  fatally  assassinated. 

When  Willem  went  into  exile  with  his 
second  wife,  Willem's  oldest  son,  Philip 
Willem,  had  been  left  behind  to  attend 
school.  Alva  had  this  son  placed  under 
arrest  and  taken  to  Spain.  He  returned  to 
the  Netherlands  after  his  50th  birthday,  a 
free  but  broken  man.  His  second  son, 
Maurice  of  Nassau,  was  from  his  second 
marriage.  Willem  the  Silent  had  started  the 
80  Years  War,  and  Maurice  would  later 
revolutionize  the  art  of  warfare.  His  third 
son,  Frederick  Henry,  from  his  last 
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marriage,  went  on  to  be  a  great  ruler  during 
what  the  Dutch  call  the  Golden  Age  of  their 
history. 


Willem  the  Silent  obviously  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  arrival  of  Huguenot- 
Walloons  in  the  New  World,  but  their 
lifestyle  -  looking  for  religious  freedom  and 
a  better  life  for  their  people  did  mirror 
Willem's  beliefs.  And  in  another  sense, 
following  our  American  values  for  freedom 
of  the  masses,  free  from  tyranny,  Willem 
the  Silent  was  somewhat  the  George 
Washington  of  the  Netherlands.  Today's 
Dutch  monarchy  is  called  the  House  of 
Orange  in  respect  to  the  grand  history  of 
Willem  the  Silent,  and  the  Dutch  national 
anthem  is  called  the  Wilhelmus,  a  homage 
to  Willem  the  Silent,  so  named  for  his 
diplomatic  tact. 


William 
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Latest  Retail  Prices  on  Commem.  Half  Dollar 

(As  these  coins  are  in  great  demand  and  values  steadily 
increasing,  these  prices  are  subject  to  change.  So  better 
order  promptly. ) 


1892  Colombian.  Bright  mint 

condition _ $  1.65 

1893  Columbian  __ -  .85 

1915  Panama  -  Pacific.  Ex¬ 
tremely  fine _ 17.50 

1918  Lincoln  or  Illinois  Cen¬ 
tennial  _  1.50 

1920  Maine  Centennial _  5.00 

1920  Pilgrim _  3.00 

1921  Missouri.  Without  star  20.00 

1921  Alabama.  Without  star  10.00 

1922  Grant.  Without  star _ 2.25 

1923  Monroe _  2.25 

1924  Huguenot-Walloon _  5.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain _  1.50 


1925  Bunker  Hill  or  Lexing- 

ton-Concord _ $  2.25 

1925  California  Jubilee _  2.50 

1925  Norse  American  (eight 

cornered).  Thin _  7.00 

1925  Norse  American  (eight 

cornered).  Thick _  3.50 

1926  Sesqui-Centennial  _  2.00 

1926  Oregon  Trail.  P  Mint _ 2.00 

1926  Oregon  Trail.  S  Mint _ 2.25 

1927  Bennington,  Vt. _  3.00 

1934  Maryland _  1.75 

1935  Old  Spanish  Trail _  7.00 

1935  San  Diego  Exposition,.  1.75 

1936  Rhode  Island.  Set  of 

P,  S  and  D  Mints _ 11.75 


Arkansas  Centennial  Half-Dollars 


1935  P  Mint _ 

1935  D  Mint _ 

1935  S  Mint _ 


1934  _ 

1935  P  Mint _ 

1935  S  Mint _ 

1935  D  Mint _ 

1935-1934  P  Mint 


_ $3.00  1936  P  Mint _ $2.50 

_  6.50  1936  D  Mint _ 2.50 

_  6.50  1936  S  Mint _ 2.50 


Daniel  Boone  or  Kentucky  Half-Dollars 


_ $5.00 

_ 3.25 

_ 4.00 

_ 4.00 

_ 3.50 


1936  P  Mint _ $2.25 

1936  D  Mint _ 6.50 

1936  S  Mint _ 6.50 


Texas  Half-Dollars 


1934  _ $1.50 

1935  P  Mint _ 3.50 

1935  D  Mint _ 3.50 

1935  S  Mint _ 3.50 


1936  P  Mint _ $2.50 

1936  D  Mint _ 2.50 

1936  S  Mint _ 2.50 


Prices  for  rare  commemorativ es  will  be  sent  on  application. 

■  .  IMPORTANT 

If  you  have  any  commemorative  Half-Dollars  that  you  wish  to  dispose  of,  better  consult  me 
before  disposing  of  them,  as  right  now  I  am  in  a  position  to  pay  and  do  pay  the  highest  cash 
price  for  all  scarce  and  rare  commemorative  Half-Dollars. 

Am  also  in  the  market  to  purchase  for  immediate  cash  collections  up  to  any  value.  While  I 
do  not  urge  collectors  to  sell  their  holdings,  but  if  your  collection  or  any  portion  of  it  is  for  sale, 
shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  and  know  that  I  can  serve  you  to  your  entire  satisfaction. 

BUT — again — MOST  IMPORTANT — when  you  do  decide  to  sell  any  of  your  numismatic  hold¬ 
ings,  whether  it  be  for  cash  offer  or  for  sale  at  auction,  consult  me  before  you  dispose  of  it. 


B.  MAX  MEHL 

NUMISMATIST 

Mehl  Building  Fort  Worth,  Texas 

DEPT.  H 

Established  over  30  years 

Largest  Rare  Coin  Establishment  in  America 
Capital,  $250,000.00  Resources,  $500,000.00 


4  § 


A-  a  „  a 
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Match  a  PERSON 
With  a 

HALF  DOLLAR 


PERSON : 


1.  Governor  Bradford 
2.  Dr.  John  McLoughlin 
3.  Roger  Williams 
4.  Ira  Allen 

5.  W.  W.  Bibb 
6.  T.  E.  Kilby 
7. 


Governor  Dongan 

8.  Peter  Schuyler 

9.  Robert  Livingston 

10.  General  McClellan 

1 1.  General  Lee 

12.  Chief  Black  Fish 

13.  P.  T.  Barnum 

14.  Captain  James  Cook 

15.  Admiral  Coligny 

16.  William  the  Silent 


17.  Senator  Carter  Glass 

18.  Lord  Baltimore 

19.  John  Quincy  Adams 

20.  John  Pell 

21 .  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 

22.  President  Coolidge 

23.  George  Washington 
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HALF  DOLLAR: 


1 .  Albany  N.  Y. 

2.  Battle  of  Antietam 

3.  Alabama  Centennial 

4.  Monroe  Doctrine  Centennial 

5.  Roanoke  Island  N  C. 

6.  Pilgrim  Tercentenary 

7.  Fort  Vancouver  Centennial 

8.  Rhode  Island 

9.  Bridgeport 

10.  Hawaiian  Sesquicentenmal 

1 1 .  Huguenot  -  Walloon  Tercentenary 

12.  Maryland  Tercentenary 

13.  New  Rochelle  N.  Y. 

14.  Vermont  Sesquicentennial 

15.  Daniel  Boon  Bicentennial 

16.  Lynchburg  Virginia 
Sesquicentennial 

17.  Sesquicentennial  of 
American 
Independence 

NU-MIS-TAKES  by  FRANK  WASK 


CxtVE  ME  ONE  GOOD  REASON! 

WHY  YOU  HAVE  TO  BURY  YOUR 

HEAP  IN  THAT  jjl  COIN 
COLLECTION  EVERY  NIGHT, 
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"The  Answers" 

Match  a  PERSON 
With  a  HALF  DOLLAR... 


PERSON/HALF  DOLLAR 


Governor  Bradford/  Pilgrim  Tercentenary 

Dr.  John  McLoughlin/  Fort  Vancouver  Centennial 

Roger  Williams/  Rhode  Island 

Ira  Allen/  Vermont  Sesquicentennial 

W.  W.  Bibb/ Alabama  Centennial 

T.  E.  Kilby/ Alabama  Centennial 

Governor  Dongan/  Albany  N.  Y. 

Peter  Schuyler/  Albany  N.  Y. 

Robert  Livingston/  Albany  N.  Y. 

General  McClellan/  Battle  of  Antietam 
General  Lee/  Battle  of  Antietam 
Chief  Black  Fish/  Daniel  Boon  Bicentennial 
P.  T.  Barnum/  Bridgeport 

Captain  James  Cook/  Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial 
Admiral  Coligny/  Huguenot  -  Walloon  Tercentenary 
William  the  Silent/  Huguenot  -  Walloon  Tercentenary 
Senator  Carter  Glass/  Lynchburg  Virginia  Sesquicentennial 
Lord  Baltimore/  Maryland  Tercentenary 
John  Quincy  Adams/  Monroe  Doctrine  Centennial 
John  Pell/  New  Rochelle  N.  Y. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh/  Roanoke  Island  N.  C. 

President  Coolidge/  Sesquicentennial  of  American  Independence 
George  Washington/  Sesquicentennial  of  American  Independence 


Question  for  Q.  David  Bowers:  How  many  did  you  match? 
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20  Formidable  U.S.  Commemorative  Questions! 
How  many  can  you  answer  correctly?  Part  2 

by  Anthony  J.  Swiatek 

Editor’s  Note: 

In  the  last  issue  we  ran  the  first  ten  tough  questions.  Now,  we  will  finish  with  the  last  ten 
tough  questions  for  this  issue.  If  you  answered  all  correctly,  you  most  likely:  (1)  Looked 
at  the  answers  first  (2)  Guessed  correctly  (3)  Asked  your  wife  for  the  answers  (4)  Know 
U.S.  commemorative  trivia. 

1 1.  The  two  US  commemoratives  1892-2001  which  include  PRIVATE  ADVERTISING  in  their 
original  designs  are:  Clue:  Think  JEWELRY. 

A)  The  1892-1893  Columbian  and  Franklm  Zz  Dollars 

B)  The  1926  Sesquicentennial  and  Franklin  Vi  Dollars 

C)  The  1926  Sesquicentennial  50c  and  1999  Dolly  Madison  Dollar 

D)  The  1935-1936  San  Diego  and  1925-S  California  Jubilee  Vi  Dollars 

E)  None  of  the  above 

12.  I  was  the  first  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  appear  on  our  commemorative 
coinage  and  later  our  circulating  coinage.  My  name  is: 

A)  George  Washington 

B)  Abe  Lincoln 

C)  Wm.  McKinley 

D)  Thomas  Jefferson 

E)  Walter  OstTomecki 

13.  I  was  the  first  President  of  our  great  nation  to  appear  on  a  commemorative  half  dollar  and 
first  to  appear  on  our  circulating  coinage.  My  name  is: 

A)  George  Washington 

B)  Ulysses  S.  Grant 

C)  Abe  Lincoln 

D)  Calving  Coolidge 

E)  Steamer  Stanley 

14.  I,  Jo  Mora,  designed  the  1925-S  California  Jubilee  while  my  friend  Jacques  Schnier  designed 
the  1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  Who  created  the  1935-1936  California  Pacific  Expo  San  Diego  issue? 

A)  Charles  Keck 

B)  Charles  Barber 

C)  Robert  1.  Akin 

D)  George  T.  Morgan 

E)  Walter  Breen 

15.  It  was  the  first  non-human  to  be  portrayed  on  the  commemorative  coinage  of  the  USA.  1  am: 
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A)  A  horse 

B)  A  dolphin 

C)  An  owl 

D)  A  badger 

lb.  1  am  the  first  Monster  -  not  of  the  human  kind  that  some  of  us  might  label  in  California  -  to 
be  portrayed  on  U.S.  commemorative  coinage.  Who  am  I? 

A)  Badger 

B)  Mountain  lion 

C)  Whale 

D)  Dolphin 

E)  Hippocampus 

F)  You  name  the  human  monster! 

17.  I  designed  the  famous  Peace  Dollar  struck  intermittently  from  1921  through  1935.  What 
U.S.  commemorative  did  I  design?  Clue:  My  first  name  is  Anthony. 

A)  The  1921  Missouri  Z2  Dollar 

B)  The  1921  Pilgrim  Z2  Dollar 

C)  The  1922  Grant  Memorial  issues 

D)  The  1920  Maine  Z2  Dollar 

E)  The  1921  Alabama  '/2  Dollar 

18.  I  said,  "There  is  a  sucker  bom  every  minute."  What  U.S.  commem  portrays  my  likeness? 

A)  The  Lynchburg  Z2  Dollar 

B)  The  Robinson- Arkansas  Z2  Dollar 

C)  The  Maryland  Z2  Dollar 

D)  The  Bridgeport  ’/>  Dollar 

E)  None  of  the  above 

19.  I  am  the  first  commemorative  coin  to  portray  the  great  North  Western  American  bison.  (The 
buffalo  is  native  to  Europe,  Eurasia  and  Africa.)  Who  am  I? 

A)  The  1991  Mt.  Rushmore  Zi  Dollar 

B)  The  1999  Yellowstone  National  Park  Dollar. 

C)  The  2001  Buffalo  Dollar 

D)  The  1997  Botanic  Garden  Dollar 

E)  The  1913  Buffalo  Nickel 

20.  This  actual  person  is  depicted  on  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  two  different  commemorative 
coins  having  two  different  denominations.  Who  is  he?  Clue:  I  am  depicted  standing  up  in  a 
means  of  transport. 

A)  Daniel  Boone 

B)  Wm  McKinley 

C)  Ulysses  S.  Grant 

D)  George  Washington 

E)  Jackie  Robinson 
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Answers  to  the  Second  Ten  Questions 


By  Anthony  J.  Swiatek 

1 1.  (C)  The  Liberty  Bell  -  Pass  and  Stow  as  seen  on  the  1926  Sesqui  14  Dollar  reverse;  (also  the  regular 
circulating  Franklin  14  Dollar)  reverse  Liberty  Bell  designed  by  John  Ray  Sinnock  and  the  1999  Dolley 
Madison  commemorative  silver  dollar  which  bears  Tiffany  &  Co.  T  &  Co  hallmark  on  both  sides  of  the 
com  -  they  designed. 

12.  (A)  Geo.  Washington  on  the  1900  Lafayette  Dollar  and  later  on  the  1932  quarter,  'rhe  question  noted 
commem  coinage  not  half  dollar,  etc. 

13.  (C)  Abe  Lincoln  on  the  1918  Illinois  Centennial  14  Dollar. 

14.  (C)  Robert  E.  Akin.  Akin  also  designed  the  gold  $50  round  and  octagonal  issues. 

15.  (A)  The  horse  as  seen  on  the  1900  Lafayette  Dollar  reverse. 

16.  (D)  The  hippocampus  is  the  mythical  sea  monster  which  appears  on  the  obverse  of  the  gold  $2-1/2 
Panama  Pacific  issue  and  not  any  other  person  depicted  on  our  commemorative  that  resembles  a  human 
monster  you  may  know. 

17.  (D)  Anthony  de  Francisci  designed  the  1920  Maine  Centennial  14  Dollar. 

18.  (D)  P.  T.  Bamum,  Bridgeport's  best-known  citizen  is  shown  on  the  obverse. 

19.  (A)  The  1991  Mt.  Rushmore  14  Dollar  reverse. 

20.  (D)  George  Washington  is  pictured  on  both  sides  of  the  1900  Lafayette  Dollar,  as  well  as  the  1999 
New  Jersey  50-State  Quarter.  He  is  the  man  standing  in  the  boat  with  crew  crossing  the  Delaware  River 
from  Pennsylvania  into  New  Jersey. 


33 


Mail  Order  Descriptions  of 

CO  MM  EM  ORA  TIVE 
HALF  DOLLARS 


Have  you  seen  a  Lexington  half  with  Nice  Luster  for  a  Lincoln? 


The  following  coin  descriptions  are  from  a  recent  mail  order  flyer  from  a  New  York  coin  dealer. 
The  dealer's  name  has  not  been  disclosed,  because  we  don't  want  everyone  rushing  out  and 
trying  to  buv  the  above  Lexington  half  dollar.  If  you  are  wondering  where  some  of  the  great 
commemorative  halves  have  gone,  maybe  this  dealer  has  them. 

If  you  have  seen  an  interesting  description  of  a  commemorative  coin  in  print  somewhere,  please 
write  to:  Gary  Beedon,  SUSCC  Editor,  P.O  Box  2335,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 


Isabella  25  cents  1893 

Just  a  whisker  from  unc 


Another  1936 

As  flashy  as  they  come 


Alabama  1921 

You  will  be  pleased 


Cleveland  1936 

Charming  gold-rose 


Arkansas  1935-D 

Light  gold  gem 

1936-D 

White  &  gold 


Another  1936 

Exceptional  white  gem 

Columbia  1936-D 

White  gem 


Bay  Bridge  1936-S 

Pale  white  gem 


Columbian  Expo  1893 

Nice  pale  gold 


Boone  1935 

A  trace  of  light  color 


Connecticut  1935 

Charming  light  gold 


Boone  1935-S 

A  hint  of  light  gold 


Another  1935 

Superb  deep  gold  original  gem 


1938-D 

Light  champagne  beauty 


Another  Elgin  (date  not  listed) 
Creamy  light  gold  gem 


1938-S 

White  gem 


Gettysburg  1936 

Blush  of  gold  background 


Bridgeport  1936 

Just  a  touch  of  rev.  tone 


34 


Hudson  (Date  not  listed) 
Glorious  golden  color 


Huguenot  1924 

Light  gold,  nice 

Pilgrim  1920 

Flashy  light  gold 

Another  Huguenot 

White,  just  a  hint  of  gold 

Pilgrim  1921 

Pleasing  blush  of  gold 

Iowa  1946 

Light  gold  gem 

Rhode  Island  1936  PDS  Set 

Lovely  white  &  gold  set 

Another  Iowa 

Superb  white  gem 

Roanoke  1937 

Golden  P.Q.  gem 

Lexington  (date  not  listed) 

Nice  luster  for  a  Lincoln 

Another  Roanoke 

Light  gold  hue 

Lincoln  (date  not  listed) 

Light  gold  tone 

Robinson  1936 

Light  gold 

Long  Island  1936 

White,  It.  Gold  rev. 

San  Diego  1935-S 

Golden  gem 

Lynchburg  (date  not  listed) 

Silver  and  gold 

Sesquicentenniai  1936 

It  will  knock  your  socks  off 

Maine  1920 

Unusually  nice,  pale  gold 

Stone  Mountain  1925 

White  &  gold  beautv 

Maryland  (date  note  listed) 

Glowing  deep  gold 

Texas  1935 

Near  perfection,  white  satin 

Missouri  1921 

Rich  gold  color 

1936-D 

Breathtaking  white  gem 

Another  Missouri 

Deep  gold  beauty 

Vancouver  (date  not  listed) 
Nicest  we've  seen  in  years 

Monroe  (date  not  listed) 

Deep  gold 

Booker  T.  Washington  1949 

As  pretty7  as  a  picture 

Norfolk  1936 

Pale  gold 

Booker  T.  Washington  1950 

A  blazer 

Oregon  1934-D 

Attractive  gold 

Booker  T.  Washington  1950-D 

Light  gold  beauty 
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SOCIETY EO^V.S.  COM‘ME‘M 0<RA EWE  COWS 

A  Not-for-Profit  Corporation 

_ 

ANA  Club  Member  C-1 123580  Since  1984 

President . Anthony  Swiatek 

E-mail:  USCOINGURU@aol.com 

Vice  President .  Gregory'  Mirsky 

E-mail:  GRS91 8@aol.com 

Editor  &  Secretary  . Gary  Beedon 

E-mail:  beedon@earthlink.net 

Treasurer . Mary  Beedon 

E-mail:  beedon@earthlink.net 

Publication  Historian  . Clark  Fogg 

E-mail:  cfogg@beverlyhills.org 

}\ re  You  ‘Moving ? 

( Pfease  send  us  your  new  address! 


SUSCC  Mailing  Address:  Gary  Beedon 

P.O.  Box  2335 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 

E-mail:  beedon@earthfink.net 

Telephone:  (714)  963-6138 


Money  Mailer  Direct  Response,  LLC,  Savannah,  GA 
prints  The  Commemorative  Trail. 
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Membership  Application 


Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  ; 

•  I  hereby  apply  for  membership  in  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
(SUSCC),  subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society. 

•  Membership  runs  from  January  1sl  to  December  31st  of  each  year. 

•  Annual  Dues:  $20.00  per  adult  and  $10.00  per  Junior  (Age  17  and  under). 

Name 


City 

State  and  Zip  Code 
Daytime  Telephone  Number 

Signature  of  Applicant 

Date 

Signature  and  Membership  Number  of  Sponsor  (optional) 

Birth  Date  (Junior  Members) 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Guardian  (Junior  Members) 

Enclose  dues  with  your  application  (copy  ok)  and  send  to: 

SUSCC,  P.O.  Box  2335,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 


